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Lawsuit says ...
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health at risk =%

2nd claim gftc;gvz’%%rchlorate found in 5 wells.

By Petor H&ht | é"' Edie Cartwright, Aercjet’s vice
Bee Staff Writer 1 . president for communications,
Ry

} said the compeny hadn't seen the
Forty-nine’ Rancho Cordove- lawsuit, “and until we do we're not
area residents |Mondly filed 2 reglly able to comment on it”

hwauit ngainut;Aerojet Generll iIn the pagt’ Aerojet o.fﬁci.ls

Corp. and throﬁ‘ local w: heve said they've aggressively re-
viders, charging that the th sponded to contaminatiun prob-
was imperiled !by under] nd lems, with the company and the

- plumes of chemical contamingnts ~ Air Force speading more than
drifting from the Aerojethlamg in $160 million for toxae clcanup for

Rancho Cordovail ) the Aervjet site.

The lawsuit was the second le- Since the early 19808, Aegrojet
gul claim filed ingt the defense has instulled monitoring walls
contractor after t revelations and built six water treatment

that a rocket ;fuel component plants to remove 300,000 pounds
called perchlorate was discovered  of toxic solvents, ineluding trichlo-
in five wells neay the plant. roethylene and other volatile com-
At high doees, perchlorate can pounds. The contaminants were
interfers with the thyroid function the result of dumping or burning
and — in extreme cases — cause of fuels and solvents dunng the
bone marrow disease. However, Cold War era.
federal and lt'rtu officials have But eavimnmental officials say
contended that] the detectedscpn-  technology wasn't available until
tamination levels were too low to recently to teat for moderste lev-
trigger any aiq!si!'\cant hoalth of- als of perchlorste, 2 rockst fuel
fects. i Cvgmey cqmponentUudm test launch ve-
Monday's lawsuit filed by 8 hicles for space and defense pro-
Gold River law firm-iricludes a  EFame: including the Minuteman
wrongful-deathi allegation on be- and Titan missiles and Delta sat-
Kelf of & 81-yepr-old Rancho Cor. ellite booaters.
dova woman recently died-of Last year, perchlorate lavels up
leukemia. The| suit, which seeks to 18 times higher than drinking
unspecified , also alleges water standerds suggested. by
that contamingtion from the Asro- state health officials showed up in
jet plant caused other injuries and  five public wells near Aergjet and

properties in the area. B Plasse see SUIT, page BS
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| Suit: Law firm placed ad
| seeking perchlorate Casces

ConﬁnuedftonpalCBl 61, died of lcukemia. Earlier.
in threa other wells at nearby Blokeman said he and a son both
Mather ﬁgdrdi‘omdBcae.dRegional had thyroid surgery. X
water officials said they osed the uye
wells and connected residents to T've got be very honast. 1
. don't know what caused it, noted
alternative drinking water plakeman who said he j = ed the
sources as soon as the contamine- man, W/ °Jo :
Jawsuit in « scarch for tha truth.

tion was detected. *I want somebody to look inte it.”

“I think that this situation has

been underplayed by the defen- ‘Hackard's jaw firm took out a

dants, and they better come clean display ldvert‘iuemem in the

with the public,” said Michael A. newspaper, asking potennal.ch-

Hackard, an attorney for resi- ents — N capital letters = “Have

dents filing suit Monday. “t g YoM been dt}!hnged by perchlorate

c}ear'this i3 a really perious situa- contamination?

tion. In December. a Southern Cali-
One of Hackard's clients, Ran- fornia law firm that opened an of-

t John Blake- fice in Ranch Cordova filed a sim-

cho Cardova residen
man, 64, said he decided to join ilar lawsuit on behalf of another

the lawsuit after his wife, Susen, 47 residents.
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